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At completion of the training runs, all assisted 
in the reloading of the car back on the trailer 
and returned to the museum shop for a debrief-
ing session.  At the end of the training session, 
paperwork was completed, and a group picture 
taken.  The result was that four new NARCOA 
members were mentored.  Those completing 
the training were Bill Alexander, Steve Foust, 
Rick Syzemore and Alan Wells.

A special thanks to Leland Stewart for his sup-
port, ORM Manager of Train Operations, Erick 
Dilbeck for giving us use of the museum track 
for training and Anna Chilton for arranging use 
of the Birthday Caboose for our morning train-
ing class.  I would also like to thank Thomas 
Harrington, EC in training, for assisting in this 
event.    

    Photos and article submitted by Drake Rice.

The 2023 ORM class picture has from left to right; Steve Foust, Drake Rice, Alan Wells, Rick 
Syzemore, Bill Alexander and Thomas Harrington.  Congratulations.
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Reducing the risk of a mishap due to the de-
scent of a turntable while underway is a major 
goal of NARCOA.  Implementing the proposed 
rules on the wide variety of motorcars means 
the “how to do it” question keeps coming up.  
For those with hydraulic turntables operated 

by an electric motor, here is a simplified wiring 
diagram with the two added safety features.  

First, it includes a dedicated Turntable Power 
Switch with visual indicator (LED) that con-
trols power to the extension/retraction system.  
It does this by enabling/disabling the coil of 

pump motor relay.  Second, 
it includes a visual indicator 
(LED) in parallel with the 
previously required audible 
alarm.  Your motorcar may 
or may not be fitted with a 
battery disconnect switch or 
overcurrent protection for 
the pump motor.  

Thanks to Steve Paluso 
for technical input in the 
creation of the drawing.   

Enhanced Safety for a Hydraulic Turntable
By Robin Douglas 


